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For summer camp 2006, most of Camp Glisson’s summer
campers lived in new, modern cabins.  Most, but not all.
Eighteen of our twenty cabins were either remodeled or
replaced between 1998 and 2002.  The lone holdouts have 
always been cabins B-1 and B-2.  These first two cabins on boys’
row may hold some sentimental value for those of us who lived
in them as campers years ago, but now that they are nearly 
sixty years old their best days are behind them. 

Although only one of these old cabins has been used to house 
summer campers in recent years, it has been Camp Glisson’s
plan to replace both as soon as possible.  We are pleased to
announce that construction on a new boys’ row cabin is 
nearing completion.  This new cabin will house campers for
summer 2007!  As a result, no summer campers will ever again
be required to live in one of those old, out-dated bunkhouses. 

The new cabin is being built on the site of the former boys’
bath house, nicknamed “You’re Next”.  The bath house was
demolished in late December; construction on the new cabin 
began on that site in January.

Our newest cabin has earned the nickname of “B-4½”, due to
its location between cabins currently numbered B-4 and B-5.
At some point after summer camp 2007, the plan is to demolish 
the cabin currently known as B-1 to make way for some much-
needed green space in the main Village area. 

This major milestone in the life of Camp Glisson is possible 
because of the faithful prayers and generous financial support
of our extended Camp Glisson family.  The fees paid by summer
campers and retreat groups cover the direct costs of running
Camp Glisson, but do not cover facility renovation and
modernization projects.  Physical improvements like this are 
only possible through help from our Camp Glisson supporters. 
It appears that all of our boys will just have to become
accustomed to having modern, comfortable bath and shower 

A NEW CABIN IS “ON THE WAY” 
Phil Dodson, Director of Development
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The Children’s Ministry at Oak Grove 
UMC in Decatur dedicated its 2007 
Lenten offering to Sparrowwood,
Camp Glisson’s ministry to people 
with intellectual challenges.  The ob-
jective was to sponsor at least one 
Sparrowwood  camper.  Donors’ 
names were written on paper spar-
rows and added to one of the dedi-
cated bulletin boards in the main
building and the Kids’ Clubhouse. 
Special Sunday School offerings were
collected.  The church responded and
doubled their stated goal, raising 
enough money to cover fees for two
Sparrowwood campers.  Thank you Oak Grove UMC! 

OOrriiggiinnaall CCaabbiinn NNaammeess

OAK GROVE UMC LENTEN OFFERING FOR SPARROWWOOD 

GGiirrllss’’ CCaabbiinnss
Tip Top 
Suits Us
Hillcrest 

Pinecrest 
Topsy Turvy 

Chigger Retreat 
Stormy Weather

Way Away 
Back of the Moon

BBooyyss’’ CCaabbiinnss
Work Inn 

Cracker Barrel 
Dew Drop Inn 

Bleachers 
Shortstop 
Biltmore 

Tall Timber 
Down Yonder 

Dead End 

facilities right there in 
their cabins from now 
on — especially since 
the boys’ bath house 
has paid the ultimate 
price. 

Nineteen cabins down 
... only one more to go! 

cabin under construction, on the site of the former boys’ bath house, 
unofficially named “B-4½” 



SWIMMING POOL UPDATE 
The fundraising project to replace our swimming pool  
continues to gain momentum.  Through the end of April, we
have received over $145,000 toward this need. 

During late winter and early spring, pool contractors visited 
Camp Glisson to learn more about our vision for the new pool 
and the features we hope to include.  Once formal bids began
coming in, it became clear that the cost of the project will be 
lower than originally estimated.  The cost is now expected be 
less than $350,000 total. 

Our plans for the new pool are beginning to take shape.  The 
existing pool will serve as a “shell” for the construction of the
new pool, which means no earth will need to be moved to 
make room for a new structure.  The pool location will not 
change, but everything from the skimmers and ladders to the 
lifeguard stands and deck area will be completely new. 

Our plans also include a new bath house.  This new bath house 
will have both external and internal access, making it accessible
both to swimmers each day and to our Outpost campers for 
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Camp Glisson has been blessed with outstanding Directors over
many years, each one bringing his own gifts and graces to the
work of disciple-making in this blessed setting.  Rev. Gary 
Greenwald has filled this role for the past ten years with 
compassion, commitment, and grace.  This year, Gary awaits a 
new appointment status within the North Georgia Conference 
as many of the Elders in full connection do.  (New
appointments for the Elders in Full Connection, such as Gary, 
are in process and cannot be confirmed as of this writing.) 

The person we welcome to this “Holy Dirt” is Mr. Russell Davis, 
who will begin his duties on May 1st in preparation for a full 
summer of youth ministry. 

Russell is originally from Perry, Georgia, and has served in
various capacities in North Georgia, Oklahoma, Virginia, and 
most recently in South Carolina.  Russell’s camp background 
began in the Virginia Conference, where he served as pastor of 
a church and director of a camp under one job heading.  From 
that experience, Russell followed a call into Christian camping
full time. His initial pursuit led him to the Oklahoma Conference 

of the UMC where he got his feet wet.  When the time came to 
move, he relocated to Camp Asbury in the South Carolina 
Conference.  After five years of revitalizing that facility, its 
program, and structure, he was moved into the role of Director 
of all Conference Camps and Retreat Ministries for the South 
Carolina Conference, a position he has served for the past two 
years. 

Russell’s theology of Camp Ministry is built upon a belief that 
people are most open to change when they are out of their 
comfort zones.  The out-of-doors is an ideal catalyst for moving 
individuals into safe and new surrounding where discernment, 
challenge, and decision-making intersect.  This intersection is 
often called praxis and represents the moment when
individuals make choices that become part of their soul and 
shape who they become from that moment forward.  Russell
believes that offering holy paths at the point of praxis is a 
critical component in the design and planning of ministry and 
transformational experiences. From this foundation Russell 
layers in a strong spirit of hospitality, modeling discipleship, as
well as good natured fun and fellowship for a well-rounded
experience in camp and other ministries. 

No director at Camp Glisson has stood alone in the ministry
that takes place on that site. Each has built wisely and carefully 
on those who have gone before him, continuing to advance
the themes, traditions, and ministries that have marked its long, 
storied history.  Each played an integral role in the overall story 
of this vital ministry of the North Georgia Conference.  This is
possible in many ways due to the strong leadership and 
guidance of the Board of Camp Glisson.  The persons on this
Board remain in place to offer guidance, support, prayers, and 
resources to not only sustain the camp in times of growth and 
expansion, but to provide stability and assistance in times of
transition and change.  With every Board member committed 
to the future of Glisson under this new leadership, we all feel
assured of continuing transformational excellence for God’s 
kingdom.   

WELCOME RUSSELL DAVIS, NEW DIRECTOR MANAGER OF CAMP GLISSON 
Rev. Micheal Selleck, Director Connectional Ministries 
North Georgia Conference United Methodist Church

Friday afternoon showers before our weekly celebrations. 

The Board of Directors wants to see campers swimming in the 
new pool for Summer camp 2008, which means construction 
would need to begin soon after Summer camp 2007.  Having 
the pool ready for Summer 2008  is an aggressive goal, and we 
ask you to prayerfully consider how you can help us get there.  

Many thanks to all the faithful Camp Glisson friends who have 
already contributed to this project.  We invite all to take the 
plunge with us as we move ever closer to our goal! 
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Spiritual Life Retreats 2007 were full of fun, growth 
opportunities, and spirit-filled worship that many have come to 
expect from this series of spring retreats.  Nearly 1,400
teenagers from churches across the Conference gathered at
Camp Glisson over 5 weekends in March.  "Angaza" was our
theme and it's a word from the Swahili tradition that suggests 
for us to 'be light.'  
During our flashlight 
moments we focused on
cultural issues such as 
poverty, human 
trafficking, and AIDS, and 
we explored ways to be 
the light of Christ in and 
through these issues
both in our hometowns 
and beyond. 

There were several things
that were unique this
year.  Each Saturday we 

SPIRITUAL LIFE RETREATS 
Shari Hickom, Director of Conference Youth Ministries

We are always on a journey with God.  We are either moving
nearer or farther away from Him.  The Holy Spirit beckons us, 
urging us to draw near. 

This year’s Summer camp theme is: “On the Way”.  Glisson 
campers will learn about the faith journeys of Abraham, the 
Israelites, Ruth & Naomi, & the disciples.  Children will be
encouraged in their walk with Jesus as they study His ministry
& that of the apostles.  As always, our goal is to draw campers 
nearer to Jesus & deeper into discipleship. 

i Over 80% of our incandescent light bulbs have been
replaced with compact fluorescent bulbs, using a fraction
of the energy used by traditional bulbs. 

i Lighting for the main sign on Camp Glisson Road is 
powered by solar energy. 

i More than 15 acres of wetlands on Camp Glisson property
have been restored to their original state. 

i All main water lines have been replaced, reducing water 
waste. 

i Water meters are being installed on all cabins and camp 
buildings, better regulating water usage.

i Glisson currently recycles 100% of all cardboard used, 
equivalent to one dumpster-full of cardboard each week.

i Our Development Office is recycling inkjet printer 
cartridges, as well as cell phones and laserjet cartridges, to 
raise funds for Camp Glisson and keep these items from 
ending-up in landfills.  Save yours and send them to us!  

SOLAR POWER HAS COME TO THE OUTPOST 
David Schnitzer, Program Director 

had a teenaged sister/brother duo that led us in a time of 
worship in a hip-hop gospel sort of style.  There was also
dialogue with the speakers through an open forum.  The issues
that the students brought up in conversation were profound
and thought-provoking.  There were several young people 
who answered a call to full-time ministry and many more who 

just began thinking about 
God's call on their lives.  This is
the next generation which will
be leading our church and I 
can't think of a better group to
do so. 

A huge thanks to Rev. Sharma
Lewis, Tonya Lawrence, Alex
Tsou, and Ace Alagon for 
bringing us the message each 
weekend as well as The Fourth 
Man and Charles & Taylor for 
leading us in worship through
song.   

SUMMER CAMP 2007 
“ON THE WAY” 

The Adventure Outpost program has its
origins in the former Pioneer and Summit 
camps, and still provides the wilderness
camping experience campers have 
enjoyed for generations.  What is new 
about the Outpost experience is the 
adventures campers choose -- such as
hiking, climbing/rappelling or
kayaking.  The Outpost base camp can 
house, equip and feed more than 50 
people at a time.  This type of program 
allows campers to slow down, be still and not be distracted 
from the power of God that is so evident in nature.  

With the growth of the Outpost program, solar power is now 
needed to refrigerate our food.  This solar power system
currently being installed at the Outpost will enhance campers’
wilderness skills, environmental stewardship and Leave-No-
Trace training.  In addition to learning how to be good 
stewards of God’s environment, campers will also learn about 
how solar power works. 

Camp Glisson is the first United Methodist Camp in the nation
to utilize solar power to supply all the electrical needs for a
single camp program.  We look forward to growing in this area. 

Camp Glisson is committed to a leadership role in finding ways
to be better stewards of our environment.  Here are other 
examples of good environmental stewardship currently in place 
at Camp Glisson:

i Leave-No-Trace (LNT) principles are taught to all campers, 
building awareness of protecting nature during outdoor 
recreation activities. 

i On-going stream restoration is being sponsored by Trout 
Unlimited, controlling erosion, improving water clarity and 
moderating water temperature in Cane Creek. 



In the summer of 2006, as I was beginning to assume my new 
role on the Camp Glisson staff, a former Board member
mentioned to me that he had allocated a gift to Camp Glisson
in his Last Will and Testament.  I immediately realized that of 
the two places that are special in my life — Camp Glisson and 
my college — only one of them was mentioned in my Will at the
time. 

My wife Tracy and I drafted our first Will in 1995 just after the
birth of our first child.  At the time, I served as Director of
Admission at LaGrange College.  The college development 
office was just down the hall from my office and I would bump 
into the development director multiple times each day.  As a 
result, I heard about planned giving on a regular basis — 
whether I wanted to or not.  Tracy and I decided to make a 
lasting statement of support to the college by allocating a gift in 
our Will.  We did it because we had first met and dated there as 
students.  We did it because we have a love for the place and 
what it has meant to us. We did it because a development 
officer asked us to consider it.

That conversation last summer reminded me and Tracy that our 
Wills needed to be amended.  Not only did we need to add to
our Wills the two additional children who have blessed our
family since 1995, but Camp Glisson holds a very special place
in my heart.  As one of the two institutions most influential in
my life, I owed the same commitment to Camp Glisson that I 
had already made to my college years ago. 

INTRODUCING THE CANE CREEK FALLS FELLOWSHIP
Honoring those who have made “The Gift of a Lifetime”

by Phil Dodson 

In early February, while snow was still on the ground from
Dahlonega’s first snowfall accumulation of 2007, our hearts
were warmed by the news that a donation in support of our
swimming pool project was received from Truett Cathy, 
founder and chairman of Chick-fil-A, Inc. 

Since opening his first restaurant in 1967, Truett Cathy has had 
a strong interest in the development of young people.  His 
impressive work ethic has allowed him to build his business into
the world’s second largest quick service chicken restaurant
chain.  While building his very successful business enterprise 
over the past 40 years, Truett has continued to open his heart 
and home to children of all kinds.  In addition to their three 
children and twelve grandchildren, Truett and his wife Jeanette
have over 150 “foster grandchildren.”  

A man with an impressive work ethic, unparalleled integrity 
and a strong faith in God, Truett Cathy has earned numerous 
awards for entrepreneurship, leadership, humanitarianism and 
lifetime achievement.   He has supported Camp Glisson many
other times in the past.  This gift is one more statement of 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

You may have noticed this newsletter has a new name. 
Formerly referred to as the Friends of Glisson newsletter, this
publication is now known as Echoes from Camp — a tip-of-the-
hat to the Rev. Fred Glisson, camp founder, one of the first
camp directors and the person whose passion for outdoor
youth ministry inspired the North Georgia Conference to name
our beloved camp after him. 

On Camp Glisson Day, May 20, 1961, Rev. Glisson was honored 
in a celebration of his amazing service as he prepared to 

TRUETT CATHY SUPPORTS THE CAMP GLISSON POOL

Now I find that I am the 
development officer asking our 
Camp Glisson friends to consider
making a planned gift to this Holy
place, as Tracy and I have done.  If
Camp Glisson holds a special place
in your life, please prayerfully
consider allocating a gift in your
Will or living trust.  Other types of
planned gifts will also allow you to 
make “The Gift of a Lifetime” while
reducing the estate tax burden on 
your heirs. 

To begin honoring the individuals 
who have established a planned

gift to Camp Glisson, we are pleased to announce the creation 
of the CCaannee CCrreeeekk FFaallllss FFeelllloowwsshhiipp, a society honoring those
who have made this ultimate statement of support for, and
commitment to, the ministry of Camp Glisson. 

We are currently seeking to identify the charter members of this 
society to be honored when the Fellowship is formally unveiled
later this year.  If you have a planned gift to Camp Glisson in 
place, or intend to establish one, please notify our 
Development Office so that we may induct you as a charter 
member of the Fellowship. Please allow us the opportunity to
honor you for establishing “The Gift of a Lifetime”.
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Camp Glisson is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your gifts are tax deductible.

Elaine Sharp, former Camp Glisson Board Chair with 
Truett Cathy, founder & Chairman of Chick-fil-A, Inc. 

support for the Camp Glisson ministry, and further testament to
Truett’s dedication to developing young people through 
Christian ministry.  TThhaannkk yyoouu,, TTrruueetttt!!

formally retire after 49 years in the Methodist ministry. During
the ceremony, Mrs. John Moore delivered a speech entitled
“Echoes from Camp Glisson.” 

Rev. Fred Glisson served as camp Director/Manager from 1930-
1944, but he remained involved in the life of the camp until his
death in 1979.  The “echoes” of Fred Glisson’s vision resound 
throughout this valley among the North Georgia mountains —
among the laughter of the children and youth who worship 
our Lord on this holy ground.
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They call Camp Glisson “holy dirt,” and I couldn’t agree more.  I 
first came to camp for a Spiritual Life Retreat as a youth. Little 
did I know how much camp would become a part of my life.  I 
grew up in Atlanta, yet for retreats and summer camp I made 
my temporary home here in the hills of Dahlonega.  

I loved summers as a camper.  I learned a lot here.  From my
counselors I learned that Jesus was real.  I learned that really
good people sometimes fail, and that it’s okay.  I learned that 
the Christian life was much deeper than I could have ever
thought.  I can’t say I made any major decisions while I was a 
camper here, but every summer showed me a bit more of who 
God really was.  Like all campers, I dreamed of the day I could 
become an actual counselor! 

Then in the summer of 1999 that dream came true.  I had just 
finished my first year of college at SCAD (Savannah College of
Art and Design).  All through the year I had been serving as a 
volunteer youth worker, so it felt only natural for me to apply to 
work at Glisson for the summer.  It was the first of six summers 
I’ve been called to work at Camp Glisson.  They haven’t all been
consecutive summers.  I was called to other places, but time
and again God called me back to some holy dirt.  Every summer
I have seen God work in mighty ways.  I can’t tell you how 
amazing it is to see so many kids meeting Jesus face to face
here so many times.  I can’t tell you how humbling it has been 
to be a part of God’s work here as well.  There are just too
many stories to tell, but I’ll try and share a few.  

Like the time I was walking my campers back from chapel one 
night and we were talking about the songs we had sung.  One
song was called Isaiah 43.  The guys were asking me about it 
and I pointed out that it wasn’t just a good name for the song. 
The song was pretty much the verses of Isaiah 43:1-3 put to 
music.  You could see light bulbs turning on.  Then we talked
about how many of the Psalms were written as songs.  You 
could see how the Bible was coming alive to them.  It was
amazing to be the tool God used to show Himself to campers.  

And sometimes, it was the campers who were showing us God. 
I was lying in bed for rest time after lunch.  Now for those of 
you who don’t know, we have rest time every day after lunch. 
As much as we try to get the campers to rest, it really is for us 
counselors.  So I’m lying there while these 5th and 6th grade
boys in the cabin are not resting at all.  I think the term 
“bouncing of the walls” might be appropriate.  As long as I 

could rest and know they were safe it didn’t really bother me 
too much that day.  Then one of my campers comes up to me
and asks what I would do if Revelation happened.  I was tired 
and not sure what to say, and simply said I’ll just wait and see. 
Well, this little guy looked right at me and said that he would 
like to be one of the people that comes back to earth and helps 
save people.  Then he turned around and went back to
bouncing off the walls.  I was in awe.  I was, and continue to 
be, in awe of how God works in and through people of all ages
here at Camp Glisson.

One of my personal favorite times at camp was being involved 
in making an altar up on mountain top.  In the Old Testament, 
altars were made out of whatever one could find, usually
stones.  They were placed at a particular spot in remembrance 
of what God had done there.  During one summer week 
campers were asked to gather stones.  Then during a particular
evening they all brought them up the trail to lay them as an 
altar.  We made the altar to remember what God has done for 
us and in us at Camp Glisson. You can still find the altar up 
there today. 

This all sounds nice and fun, right?  Well it isn’t always that 
easy. Some campers bring a lot of pain, heartache and suffering 
with them.  You can’t always see it; they don’t always show it; 
but it is surely there.  They come anyway, sometimes not 
necessarily because they want to, but they come to camp. 
Some of them will put on a happy face and try not to let 
anyone know what’s really going on.  Some of them end up
crying out for help in many different ways.  It is sometimes quite
challenging and humbling to be a part of God’s work here.  I 
didn’t always have the answers, but I knew God was using me 
anyway.  I knew God had all the answers.  There were some
times when working here was not easy, but I can tell you every 
struggle was worth it.  

At the same time, camp has been one of the most fun jobs too! 
From chapel skits to camp outs, from singing on the porch to
creek hikes, from kickball to rain plans this job has been fun!
Not only that, but I have made some amazing friendships over
my years here.  I will never forget these friends. Some of them 
have been counselors.  Some of them have been campers. 
Some of them have been campers who became counselors.
Many have become longtime friends I still keep in touch with.  
There’s one relationship in particular I am eternally grateful for.
I met my soon-to-be wife here.  Julia Mercer and I will be 
getting married in June of this year.  We’ll be living in North 
Carolina where she’ll be attending Duke Divinity School.  Yet 
again God shows me who’s really in charge and just how 
amazing this place can be. 

As I am writing this I’m in my final days as the Camp Glisson
intern.  It’s a position where someone in my shoes can search 
out their call into camping ministry.  It has been an amazing
experience.  A lot of things have been opened up to me and 
made clear.  I’m moving on to a church in Raleigh, NC where I’ll
be a youth director.  I’m nervous and excited all wrapped up 
together. After my time here, I definitely feel adequately 
equipped.  As much as I’m trying, I can’t tell you what Camp 
Glisson means to me.  My life has been quite wrapped up in 
camp over the years, as I am sure many of you can relate.  I 
guess the only remotely adequate word for me now would be 
“blessed”.  It has been an amazing adventure for me and I can
only hope it becomes even better for those who continue to 
come here.  For me, my time here is done for now. As the sign 
says as you exit the chapel, here I go “departing to serve!” 

DEPARTING TO SERVE 
by Audie Norman 



The Camp Glisson mission is to relate children, youth & adults to Jesus Christ  
and to deepen campers in a Christian understanding of discipleship. 

Echoes from Camp is now available through electronic
delivery in PDF format.  To receive an electronic 

copy, and help us save on printing and mailing costs,
please send a request to: 

development@campglisson.org

address service requested 

690 Camp Glisson Road 
Dahlonega, GA 30533 

DDOONN’’TT TTHHRROOWW AAWWAAYY EEMMPPTTYY
PPRRIINNTTEERR CCAARRTTRRIIDDGGEESS OORR OOLLDD

CCEELLLL PPHHOONNEESS!!

Recycle them & help Camp Glisson  
raise funds. 

Camp Glisson gets paid for 
items returned through our 
recycling partners. You can 
bring them to camp or we
can send you free shipping 
materials and instructions.  Ask your 

friends to save theirs also! 

ddeevveellooppmmeennttddiirr@@ccaammppgglliissssoonn..oorrgg

inkjets y laserjets y cell phones
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IN LOVING MEMORY 

Christopher James Bishop, age 35, former
Camp Glisson counselor, was killed in the 
Virginia Tech shootings on April 16th.  At
the time of his death, Jamie was serving as 
an Instructor in German Language and 
Literature.  He also taught classes in the
Faculty Development Institute on various
computer programs and the use of blogs 
and other online tools in higher education. 

Jamie had earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of Georgia, and 
was a Fulbright scholar at Christian-
Albrechts University in Kiel, Germany.   

He spent four years living in Germany 
where he met his wife, Stephanie Hofer, 
who also teaches in Virginia Tech’s German 
program. 

Our prayers go out to Stephanie, their fam-
ily and friends, and all those affected by
this tragic event.  Those of us who knew 
Jamie can rest with the assurance that we 
will see him again one day. 

Christopher James BishopChristopher James BishopChristopher James Bishop
“I have always found more joy in 

giving when I did not expect  
anything in return.”

Quote from "Eat Mor Chikin: Inspire More People"
by S. Truett Cathy, published 2002.  


